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Diary Dates

News from the Principal - Term One Wk. Nine
Hello Everyone,
Thank you everyone for your understanding and support of events changing due to the ongoing Covid climate. Please feel free to ask if you need
any assistance with any matters as the staff and I are only too pleased to
help. Thank you also to families that have contacted us when there has
been Covid- 19 & Illness, and have kept children home with testing just in
case it has been the Covid-Virus. Please remember your child may or may
not present with any symptoms of any illness, and if you feel they may
have been near a Covid positive contact, please feel free to keep them at
home as this is the best place for them, and to keep everyone else safe.
The change of season has already bought along some sniffles and once
again I thank those families who are keeping students home and checking.
When I reflect upon one of the positive initiatives that have occurred in
particular this year as a result of Covid, it is the emergence of outdoor
learning. Our students are regularly outdoors usually each day now,
learning a range of subjects including a wonderful Maths lesson I witnessed with the 3/4 class (The Wattles) working together on “How to
measure the heights of trees with only a pencil” and, we have some pretty
tall trees! The students R-6 are working on a range of subjects with the
ability to either sit outdoors to work or, to use the environment for learning purposes. The outdoors offers another perspective for wellbeing as
students are enjoying the fresh air, able to social distance without wearing masks and it seems, are much more conducive to having a calm on
task perspective. The wireless Network allows our students to use their
laptops outdoors and connect to the internet for learning purposes also.
Let’s hope we can continue to take advantage of this great weather!
Last week our year 3 & 5 students were involved in a practice test for
NAPLAN that happens officially next term. The purpose of the test was to
ensure our digital technologies would be capable of working for each student successfully. Well done to Max, Lachie, Isla, Isaac, and Mason, who
have reported back that they are looking forward to the “real” test next
term!
You will note that in our events diary we have a Soccer Clinic Whole Day
planned for Friday of week 10. This should prove to be a great opportunity
for students throughout the day to experience learning about the skills
and the game of Soccer. Due to Covid procedures there is only this day
offered but with the extra time for the students to enjoy.
Thankyou everyone for supporting the Easter Fundraising
“Eggstravaganza” Remember monies or unsold eggs will need to be returned to the office on or before Monday April the 11th.
Have a lovely weekend everyone, keep safe and well!
Lynne– Maree Hastings
Principal Blyth Primary School

TERM 1 PENDING COVID RESTRICTIONS
Week Ten
Fri 8th April Soccer Clinic all day
Week Eleven
Mon11th April Religious Ed
Wed 13th April Movie day
Thurs 14th April

Casual Clothes DayGold Coin Donation Royal Flying
Doctors.

Early dismissal 2.15pm
Fri 15th April GOOD FRIDAY
TERM 2 PENDING COVID RESTRICTIONS
Week 1
Mon May 2nd School Resumes
Wed May 4th Hub Day Football & Netball
Thurs May 5th Japanese Children’s Day
Fri May 6th Aus Kick day
Week 2
Tues May 10th NAPLAN commences
Week 3
Thurs May 19th Assembly
Week 4
Mon May 23rd
Parent Club

Gov Council
Week 5
Week 6
Thursday June 9th Assembly
Week 7
Mon June 13th Public Holiday
Tues June 14th Pupil Free Day
Week 8
Week 9
Mon June 27

Parent Club

Gov Council
Thurs 30th June Assembly
Week 10
Wed 6th Reports home.
Fri July 8th last day of Term 2Early Dismissal 2:20pm.

R-1-2 class news

Ride to school was great fun! We cruised
around the new road in the Blyth Estate. The
surface was smooth and great for riding
scooters and bikes. Although we thought it
was going to be a quiet little space to ride;
we were wrong! Cars, delivery trucks and
road works were aplenty. We finished the
morning off exploring our nature play area,
where we love to design and construct.

During week 8 we read some books about belonging and being proud of who you are and
where you come from. The book ‘I’m Australian
too’ shows the journeys some families have taken to come and live in Australia to become
Australian citizens. We looked at a world map
and a world globe to find some countries, far
away from Australia.

Harmony
Day

Everyone belongs
Celebrating cultural
diversity and
respect for
everyone who calls
Australia home

Ride 2 School

Middle Primary News

Year 3/4
Wattle
Room

Students have been learning to write persuasive texts, as apart of their
learning for Bright path. Bright Path is assisted writing assessments which
provides teachers with detailed information about their student’s progression
in learning, as well as informing us with what our
students need to learn next. Our topic was ‘Is it better
to holiday at the beach or at the river?’. The teachers
were impressed with the quality of the writing and we
enjoyed reading about which holiday
destination they would prefer.

Our Literacy Learning
In the Year 3/4 class we have established a literacy morning routine, which helps us to focus
and get our brains thinking and switched on for the day. Our routine usually includes activities such as:
We read the ‘word of the day’ which is a new word that we can add to our vocabulary. We learn about the etymology of the word (where it comes from), as
well as the meaning and how to use it in a sentence. Increasing our vocabulary
our vocabulary is important, because it helps to improve our oral language skills,
as well as increasing the complexity and detail of our writing.

The Heggerty Phonemic Awareness Curriculum is a program that provides
students with consistent and repeated instruction, which helps students to
develop their decoding and encoding language skills. Students learning about
syllables, rhyming, onset and final sounds as well as practice vocabulary and
pronunciation.

Students then move on to working on their Jolly Grammar and Spelling.
Jolly Grammar is the next stage of the Jolly Phonics program. Jolly Grammar is an all-rounded program that involves the systematic teaching of
spelling, grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. Jolly Grammar enables
children to develop accuracy in spelling and writing through the utilization
of colours and actions

After a fruit and fitness break, we then get a partner and do our fluency pairs. We take in turns of reading aloud for 3 mins each to the
other person. The person who has just read will ask some comprehension questions to their partner (e.g. What was the main character upset about? etc) and then they partner gives the reader some feedback
on their reading. The idea of fluency reading is to improve their accuracy, rate, expression and punctuation. We measure the students progress in this every term using a ‘Warp’ test.

After fluency pairs, there is time for Mrs. Williams to conduct some
explicit literacy teaching and for the students to complete activities
that help them to improve in the techniques Mrs. Williams has taught.
This can be work on sentence structure, vocabulary, punctuation, grammar, expression, writing techniques, handwriting etc. This is when we
have been practicing and developing our persuasive writing text techniques. We will be working on narrative writing in the second half of this
term. We use a variety of methods to learn these types of skills.

In all of our learning, we try to offer activities that
meet the different learning memory encoding styles
of each student in our class. Undertaking experiences
that require different parts of the brain, helps the
learning to be more successful for our students.

Our Numeracy Learning

We have been working on the idea that numeracy exists all throughout our every day lives. We have noticed that mathematical thinking happens in subjects
besides Maths. Examples of this can be measuring in Science, as well as shape,
dimension and angles when planning in Design and Technology.
To increase our numeracy knowledge, we approach Maths with different types
of activities and experiences, which helps to meet the needs of each type of
learner in our class. Here are some of the ways we learn in the 3/4 class.

Combining Literacy and Maths to
create times table books for us to
increase our automaticity with this
knowledge

Collaborative and individual problemsolving opportunities to engage learners
and acquire new concepts.

Practicing new concepts in different
locations, with different materials,
to encourage learners to participate
in their work

Moving Maths (or hands on math) which
encourages students to explore more
meaningful learning. This invites greater
questioning, deep thinking and maths
discussion

Using repetition and educator support to ensure concepts are explored and applied in
many different situations and problems

Offering extension problem solving opportunities, which engage learners, encourage higher order thinking and ensure each learner is being extended
from their level in their education

Peas Class

Year 5– In math we have been learning about place

value, partitioning, practicing times tables, putting large
numbers on number lines, and problem solving. We need to
learn this because it will help us solve problems in the real
world.
Written by
Max
Math
by
Max

Year 6– In math we have been learning about tables,

decimals, fractions, writing large number names, division
and multiplication. We need to learn this because it will
help us with calculating distance when we are driving some
where, when we are buying something, with measurements
and in high school. Written by Will, Guinny and Kaleah.
Math by
Mikayla

Peas Class

ARTS– DRAMA
3 to 6

Recently in art we have been learning about
puppet shows. First we made the puppet following instructions from a puppeteer on a YouTube
clip. Then we watched videos about how to
move the body parts like they are moving in real life. We thought about the character of our
puppets and we decided the setting of the play.
Then we got a buddy to make a play with, and
we started practicing it. Lastly we performed
and filmed the plays. They were all really cool!
Mikayla

R to 2
After watching some professional online puppet shows, the children
created their own paper finger puppets, while considering the personality
of their puppets and their role as a puppeteer.
Scenarios were then created in which their puppets could tell a story. The
puppets needed to do the talking, rather than a narrator. After some
practice and discussion the puppeteers mastered this technique and the
plays were ready to be performed in an outdoor
theatre. All of the
plays were original and most made the audience laugh!

AGRICULTURE LESSONS.
Thanks George and Eddie (and possibly Rohan) for this week’s entertainment
What do you call a cow in an earthquake?
What do you call a cow with a twitch?
You’ll have to read on for the answers.
The last few weeks in agriculture have seen some promising growth from the Junior Primary
vegetable patches which has not been matched by the Upper Primary vegetable patches. The
Junior Primary class have peas, radishes, carrots, and spring onions growing extremely well.
Unfortunately, the sunnier spot of the other vegetable patches has not been beneficial with
the current warm weather and has resulted in the need for replanting them due to a failed
germination.
Back in the classroom the Junior Primary class have been learning about why insecticides are
beneficial to our vegetables and plants. We have been making bug hotels, that we will hang
from trees around the school to encourage beneficial bugs to the area. We have been learning
about the role of bees in the pollination process of flowers and how they make the sweet honey
that we tasted in the class. The class drew their own beehives and we also have started to
learn about worms in readiness for the introduction of the worm farms.
The Upper primary have been busy learning about what the perfect chicken house needs. The
class have been designing and making their own chicken cage models. These models will hopefully give us some great ideas for when we make a chicken cage at school once the power has
been run through to the storage shed.
Thanks to all the students for their continued enthusiasm towards Agriculture.
The answer to the jokes are a milkshake and beef jerky.

Pastoral Care Corner T1, Week 9
Hello everyone, Thursday last week we celebrated Harmony in our school, by
wearing something orange and enjoying bacon and eggs for breakfast. We
had a photo booth set up with items to wear and serval different games and
activities for everyone try. Harmony Day is a day when we celebrate
Australia’s vibrant, multicultural diversity. From our First Nation people, to
the cultures of our newest arrivals from around the world. Our cultural
diversity is what makes Australia such a great place to live.
Monday the 21st of March, is the official date to celebrate Harmony Day.
The main theme is: ‘Everyone Belongs’. This means being inclusive and
showing respect, and belonging for all Australians, regardless of their
cultural background. Let’s all continue to share in the values and strengths
of what Harmony Day stand for every single day. Because as Maya Angelou
once said, “In diversity there is beauty and there is strength.”
A special thankyou to Alex Welke for cooking the BBQ and helping me with
the festivities on the day. The bacon & eggs were cooked to perfection!
Have a blessed week, Emily

UP wk 9 class
awards

Term One Week 9 Assembly
Year 6 Leadership badge presentation

Absent Guinevere

Absent Bryce

JP wk 9 class

Term 1 2022 week 9 Principal awards

MP wk 9 class

Year 3 Book presentation from Rotary Clare

Yr 6 shirt design for
2022

OSHC news
Blyth OSHC provides creative leisure and fun after school
activities. The children have been enjoying many craft and play
activities . Including balloon buddies Colour me jigsaw, plaster safari
animals, modelling clay construction, foam animals and colour me magnets. Outdoor play and sport is enjoyed daily weather permitting.
Thankyou to all those families who have supported and continue to
support our OSHC service.

Deb Noble (Director)

Thursday
Movie night
Easter activity
Plate mates
Snack– Fruit
cups

Wednesday
Scooter boards
Sensory play
Snack- Yoghurt
and Fruit

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Easter activity Easter activity Easter activity
Scooter
Pasta towers
boards
Snack- Crackers Nature play
Snack- YoSnack-Fruit &
and cheese
ghurt and
muesli bars
Fruit

Easter activity
Smiley biscuits
SnackCrackers and
cheese

Tuesday

Good Friday
No Oshc

Friday

Friday
Free play
Easter activity
Snack – Fruit
muffins

Program is only a guide and is subject to change due to numbers, weather, & spontaneous

Week 11
Monday
Fruit kebabs
Sensory play
Snack-Fruit &
crackers

Easter activity
Outdoor play
Snack- fruit &
muesli bars

Week 10
Monday

Blyth OSHC
Term 1 2022 Program

